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NEWS. 

From the January number of the Geographical Magazine we learn 
that the Dutch government has placed at the disposal of the scientific 
men of Holland the newly built warship Siboga, of 820 tons, for the 
deep-sea exploration of the East India Archipelago. The vessel is 
fitted out with the Le Blanc sounding apparatus, a Lucas sounding 
machine, and an electric cable drum with a capacity of 10 kilometers 
of steel cable, and a zoological equipment for plankton, littoral, and 
deep-sea investigations, including deep-sea nets of the Chun, Tanner, 
and Fowler types. The cost of the expedition is met partly by the 
government and partly by learned societies and private individuals. 
The scientific leader of the expedition is Professor Max Weber, 
assisted by Dr. J. Versleys, Mr. H. Nierstrasz, and Dr. A. H. Schmidt. 
The object of the expedition is the zoological, botanical, and physical 
investigation of the marine area of the East Indian Archipelago, 
particularly of the deep basins of its eastern portion. The work 
of the expedition is expected to extend over two years. 

The Macmillan Company has begun the publication of a new 
bi-monthly magazine, Bird-Lore, for observers of birds, .under the 
above title. Mr. Frank M. Chapman is the editor of the paper, which 
is the official organ of the Audubon societies. Almost all the prin- 
cipal workers on birds out-of-doors will contribute during the year. 
Photographic reproductions of wild birds in their haunts will form a 
prominent feature. 

The Proceedings of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science has been issued this year with a promptness which is as grati- 
fying as it is novel. 

The German Anatomische Gesellschaft meets this year in Tubin- 
gen, May 22 to 25. 

The Liverpool Museum is to have an addition measuring 162 by 
190 feet, five stories in height. The three lower floors are for the 
technical schools, the two upper will afford galleries of horseshoe 
shape, the lower for invertebrates, the upper for vertebrates. 

One cannot repress the feeling, as he looks over the reports of the 
various conferences on the bibliography of scientific literature, that 
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the committees are building an unwieldy machine with its central 
and regional bureaux. 

The Boston Society of Natural History is trying to increase its 
membership. Reduction in the rate of interest of its invested funds 
threatens seriously to impair its usefulness unless the loss be made 
good in other ways. 

Ever since his appointment as scientific director of the U. S. Fish 
Commission, Dr. H. C. Bumpus has been publishing notes on the 
breeding habits of animals at Woods Holl. It is to be hoped that 
the author will collect these notes, arrange them in systematic order, 
and reissue them as a whole, thus making them more useful to 
students. 

The City Library Association of Springfield, Mass., will hold this 
month an exhibition of material relating to geography and geology, 
to show chiefly the results of geographical and geological research 
during the last few years. Methods of teaching geography and geol- 
ogy will form one of the chief features of the exhibition, which will 
also demonstrate, as far as possible, the progress of these sciences by 
the display of published results. 

Professor A. S. Packard, of Brown University, sailed the first of the 
year for the Mediterranean. He will spend the winter in Egypt, 
Palestine, and other countries bordering on the Mediterranean, and 
later go to France to obtain materials for a proposed life of Lamarck. 

The refusal of the leaders of the Geological Society of America to 
affiliate in any way with the other scientific societies which meet dur- 
ing the holidays may have some good reason behind it, but we have 
never heard of it. During the meetings of 1898 this isolation caused 
some complaint on the part of some of the geologists, for they were 
unable to obtain the reduced rates on the railroads which were 
enjoyed by the members of the other societies. 

It seems probable that the Society of Naturalists, with its associated 
organizations of morphologists, botanists, anatomists, psychologists, 
etc., will meet in 1899 in New Haven. 

The Paris Academy of Sciences has awarded half of the Lallemand 
prize to Mr. E. P. Allis for his memoir upon the head of Amia. 

We chronicled some time ago the appointment of Dr. Slingerland 
as state entomologist of New York. It appears that there is a con- 
flict in the laws as to the appointing power; this being given in one 
place to the governor, in another to the regents of the university. 
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We learn that Mr. Slingerland has no desire to enter into any con- 
test for the position, and the appointment of Mr. E. P. Felt will 
probably hold. Cornell University is certainly to be congratulated in 
retaining the services of Dr. Slingerland. 

The following persons have been elected to honorary membership 
in the Nebraska Academy of Sciences : Alexander Agassiz, LL.D. ; 
John M. Coulter, LL.D.; Professor Samuel H. Scudder; Joseph Le 
Conte, LL.D. ; Simon Newcomb, LL.D. ; Dr. Otto Kunze ; Professor 
Victor Hensen. 

Professor O. C. Marsh, of Yale University, has recently been 
elected correspondent of the Academy of Sciences of Paris. 

Appointments : Dr. John M. Clarke, state paleontologist of New 
York. — H. H. Dale, Coutts-Trotter student in zoology in Trinity 
College, Cambridge. — Wallace Craig, assistant in the Illinois state 
laboratory of natural history. — C. B. Crampton, of Edinburgh, 
assistant keeper of the geological department of the Manchester 
Museum. — Dr. Eugen Dubois, professor of geology in the University 
of Amsterdam. — Dr. E. P. Felt, state entomologist of New York. — 
Dr. Lepetet, professor of histology in the faculty of sciences at Cler- 
mont, France. — Dr. F. J. H. Merrill, state geologist of New York. — 
Dr. Heinrich Obersteiner, professor of physiology and pathology 
of the central nervous system in the University of Vienna. — Dr. 
Domenico Saccardo, assistant in the botanical gardens at Bologna. — 
M. Camille Sauvageau, professor of botany in the University of 
Dijon, France. — Mr. W. G. Savage, assistant in bacteriology in 
University College, London. — Giulio Valentia, of Perugia, professor 
of anatomy in the University of Bologna. — Dr. Weinschenk, privat 
docent in mineralogy and geology in the Munich Polytechnicum. — 
C. W. Young, assistant in botany in the University of Illinois. — Dr. 
K. W. Zimmermann, professor extraordinarius of anatomy in the 
University of Bern. — Dr. Oskar Zoth, professor of physiology in the 
University of Graz. 

Deaths : Joseph Gibelli, professor of botany in the University of 
Turin. — M. Jacques Passe", assistant in the department of physio- 
logical psychology in Paris. — James Spencer, geologist and paleo- 
botanist, July 9, at Akroydon. — Dr. G. Venturi, Austrian bryologist, 
June 5. 



